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“While in Belgium in 1843, Charlotte Bronté& wrote a
series of short exercises in French, known as the
Belgian Essays. They were composed at the Brussels
boarding school where Bronté studied and later taught,
under the guidance of Constantin Héger, a figure with
whom she was also to become emotionally involved, to
her considerable detriment. In these essays Bronté
chose to focus and refract the sinister hiss hiss
history, which happens overseas, through the prism

of the subject rather than the nation, locating her

colonial imagination, in other words, at the interstices
between the personal and the political, the private

and the public. The school building at 21, Rue Isabelle
was demolished in 1909 to make way for the Palais des
Beaux-Arts, built by Victor Horta.”
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of Burgundy, particularly

inion included large parts

the current Belgian territory, collected hund
nuscripts. When he died in

collection held some 900 manuscripts. I
the marriage of his granddaughter Mary of Bur
Maximilian I of Austria,
on to the Habsburg dynasty. Upon her death in 155
Mary of Hungary, Regent of the Habsb
bequeathed to Philip II, her nephew, 2 library she had
inherited from previous generations.
moved to Spain, but before doing
on 12 April 1559, to found the first Royal Libr
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had to face the dreaded disease, the bubonic plague.”
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“The 1494 Treaty of Tordesillas was aimed at settling
conflicts over lands newly discovered by Spain and
Portugal. Since it also prohibited Spain access to

the west coast of Africa, Charles I, King of Spain,
instituted the Asiento de Negros, which allowed
foreigners legally to supply African slaves to Spanish
American colonies. On 18 August 1518, Charles I granted
the first monopoly to his major-domo Laurent de Gorrevod,
containing an exclusive trading right for the shipment of
4,000 African slaves. Yet, having neither slave ships nor
African depots, he was interested in the money to be made
from this license, and he sold it to the treasurer of

the Casa de Contratacién, or House of Trade, in Seville,
which had been set up in 1503, and granted the city the
exclusive right to trade with the New World. The treasurer
in turn resold it to others. From the start, the business
of contracting African slaves for the New World labour
force proved both a lucrative venture and a constant

source of corruption and duplicity.”
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New World treasures that Hernan Corté had
Spanish Xing Charles I kept the precio
and stones, but sent a large variety of marvellous
paternal aunt Margaret of Austria in

August ) Cortés's shipment had included important

ceremonial costumes, given to him by Montezuma II and

sed to impersonate four

including si

in Mechelen.
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along with several other articles from ‘the Indies’:

12 pieces of clothing for both men an sewn with

12 shields,

bracelets,

a sword and




“According to a United States military news platform, the
1 5 2 7b Belgian Congo supplied 60% of the world’s uranium between 1 9609
1940 and 1960. When Belgium granted Congo independence and
handed power to its first African Prime Minister, Patrice
i Lumumba, the mineshafts in Shinkolobwe were flooded with RO
1505 water and sealed with concrete. Belgian General Emile 1898 b

1506 Janssens, who had remained Commander-in-Chief of the army, 1915b

1511 1922

1516 f
1518 ¢ the army by elevating Congolese soldiers into positions 1945

2005 a of command. On 5 July 1960, the soldiers responded by 1952 b

lit the fuse of revolt when he refused to ‘Africanize’ 1931

revolting against their Belgian officers and went on a 13282

general rampage. After consulting King Baudouin and the 1960 d
board of the Société Générale de Belgique, but not the 138;0
new Government of the République démocratique du Congo, ;0000

Belgium decided to intervene with military force. On 2001
2006

6 September 1960, President Kasavubu tried do dismiss ot
1

Prime Minister Patrice Lumumba, who was arrested in
November 1960, and murdered on 17 January 1961.” qglél
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“Coltan, short for Columbite-tantalite, is a metallic

ore found mainly in the eastern part of the Democratic
Republic of the Congo. When refined, coltan becomes a heat
resistant powder, which has unique properties for storing
electrical charge. This makes it a vital component in
cell phone circuit boards. Coltan is mined by hand in

the Congo by groups of men digging basins in streams by
scrapping off the surface mud. A team can ‘mine’ a kilo
of coltan per day. A 2002 report by the United Nations
claimed that all the parties involved in the local civil
war have been involved in the mining and sale of coltan.
One report suggested that the neighbouring Rwandan army
made US $250 million from selling coltan in less than

18 months, despite there being no coltan in Rwanda to
mine. The military forces of Uganda and Burundi are also
implicated in smuggling coltan out of Congo for r le

in Belgium. Eighty per cent of the world’s known coltan
reserves are in the Democratic Republic of the Congo.”
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